in all cases corroborated by the presence of eggs typical of Aquanirmus species (see Cicchino & Castro 2000) , or came from birds crashed by vehicles in roads.
Lice were slide-mounted following conventional procedures (Price et al 2003) . Drawings were made using a camera lucida attached to a Wild m-20 microscope. All measurements were taken from mounted specimens by means of a calibrated eyepiece, all expressed in millimeters and those of the body are identifi ed by the following abbreviations: HL head length, HW maximum width of the head, PTW maximum width of prothorax, MTW maximum width of metathorax, TL total body length, GL maximum length of the genitalia, GW maximum width of the latter. Measurements include ranges and, in parenthesis, mean and standard deviation, of all the specimens examined. Antennal segments were measured along their longitudinal axis, that is, expressing their maximum length without their membranaceous ends. The length of the whole antenna has been calculated considering all segments in a straight line, including the scape. The term "antennomere" used in descriptions refers to the segments of the antennal fl agellum only, that is, scape is not included. Discrepancies in some of the body measurements expressed in Table I Table 1 ). Last abdominal tergite protruding beyond the abdominal apex ( Fig  5) . External genitalia (Figs 3, 12) with endomeral complex and proportions of parameres distinctive within the emersonispecies group, reminiscent of A. podilymbus Edwards (Fig 13) in general structure and measurements, but differing chiefl y in: sides of proximal portion of the basal plate slightly convex and almost parallel-sided, endomeral complex much larger, "tube" very long and parameres noticeably slender (cfr. Female (21 specimens measured). Chromatic features essentially as for male, and reminiscent of A. podylimbus, (cfr. Figs 8, 9 ). Head relatively short and wide (cephalic index = 1.11-1.48). Antenna short, 0.225-0.235; antennomere II short, 0.069-0.074 (Fig 4) . Sternite VIII with 6-9 + 5-9 (averaging 7) medium long setae in a caudally convex outer row, and 7-9+7-10 (averaging 7) much shorter setae in an inner row. Remarks. Within the emersoni-species group found in southern South America, P. major sp. nov. is comparable only with P. podilymbus, from which differs greatly in both sexes by size and most of the body measurements as well as in proportions of the head (Table 1, Figs 6-9) , and, additionally in males by shape and proportions of the basal plate and endomeral complex of the external genitalia (Figs 12-13 ). Other close species not reaching this area is A. emersoni Edwards, from which A. major differs in both sexes by having consistently larger body measurements (Tables 1), in males by having the antennomere Table 1 Body measurements (in mm) of the males and females of the Aquanirmus emersoni-species group. HL = head length, HW = maximum width of the head, TL = total body length, GL = maximum length of the genitalia, GW = maximum width of the latter, An = maximum length of the whole antenna, An I = length of the antennomere I, An II =length of the antenomere II Body measurement/ Species I noticeably short and proportions of the endomeral complex and longer "tube" of the same, and in females by the head proportionally wider and a shorter antennomere II (Table 1) .
Aquanirmus emersoni Edwards

Aquanirmus occidentalis Edwards
Aquanirmus podilymbus Edwards
Aquanirmus major
Prevalence of parasitism. Eight out of nine individual hosts examined from Argentina and Chile were parasitized by this species. Up to date, this is the only louse species found in this host.
Type host. The Great Grebe, P. major. It inhabits both sides of the Andes, in almost all Argentine territory (Olrog 1979) and from Bahía Salada (Atacama) to Tierra del Fuego in Chile (Araya & Millie 1991) . In addition, its range extends northward to coastal areas of Peru, and eastward to Paraguay, Uruguay and south of Brazil. All specimens from both countries belongs to the nominotypic subspecies, P. m. major. 
